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including 302 or permission of department) F, S. Selective survey of 
major theorists and theoretical perspectives with emphasis upon their 
applications to contemporary research.

341 Criminology (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of department) 
Examines how social structures and participation in social networks 
influence the likelihood and nature of criminal activities. Also examines 
how individuals and groups react to crime. Includes a critical review and 
application of theoretical explanations of crime and criminal behavior.

342 Social Deviance (3) (Prerequisites: 201 or permission of department) 
Introduces several theoretical perspectives from which deviant behavior is 
analyzed, following a basic distinction between “kinds of people” theories 
versus explanations focused upon society and culture. Current research on 
several forms of deviance - violence against persons, sexuality, substance 
use, organizational crime, economic crime.

343 Juvenile Delinquency (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of 
department) Critical examination of alternative theoretical explanations 
of juvenile delinquency and the various programs developed to prevent 
and control, with consideration of their assumptions, arguments, and 
research support.

344 Violence in Society (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of 
department) Exploration of the various forms of violence, with attention 
given to how the reporting of and reactions to violence are shaped by the 
way it is defined and measured; causes of violence are framed in terms of 
culture and social structure.

346 Crime and Organizations (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of 
department) Exploration of the types of crime committed within, by, and 
against organizations, characteristics of crime perpetrators, their activities, 
and impacts on society, as well as explanations for why these crimes exist 
and approaches used to combat these crimes.

347 Alcohol, Drugs and Society (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of 
department) Drug use/abuse as a social phenomenon, with attention given 
to illegal drugs, legal drugs and alcohol. While there will be an emphasis 
on theoretical application, patterns of drug use/abuse among various 
populations (race, class, sex, education, etc.) will be examined, as well 
as society’s responses to drug use/abuse in the form of drug policies and 
regulatory attempts.

348  Family Violence (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of 
department) An exploration of family violence from a sociological and 
criminological lens.  Specific types of violence that occur in the family 
setting (spousal abuse, child abuse, elder abuse, and dating violence) are 
examined, including patterns based on gender, social class, race, age,  
culture, and religion. Prevention and intervention measures are 
discussed, along with public policy implications.

349 Hate Crimes and Terrorism (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission 
of department) A critical examination of hate crimes and terrorism, 
including their similarities and differences, types of perpetrators and 
victims, perpetrator activities and tactics used, and societal impacts, as 
well as explanations for why these crimes occur and approaches used 
to impede these crimes. Major hate crime cases and terrorism incidents 
within the US and abroad are also reviewed.

351 Crimes Against the Environment (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission 
of department) An in-depth exploration of the types of environmental 
crime activities, including major crime cases, their perpetrators and 
victims, and responses given to the commission of these crimes by society. 
Theories explaining the presence and prevalence, as well as the methods 
for documenting and studying these crimes are covered.

352 Rural Crime (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of department) 
Examines critical issues related to crime in the rural context, including 
offending and victimization. Explores the types of crimes committed 

in rural areas, including those that are unique to this setting. Critiques 
criminological theories and their ability to explain rural crime. Analyzes 
the issues that rural police and agents of the criminal justice system face in 
dealing with criminal matters.

361 Society and the Individual (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of 
department) Survey of selected micro-sociological theoretical orientations 
and methodological procedures and illustrative substantive data examining 
the relationship between society and the individual. Emphasis on symbolic 
interaction and dramaturgy.

374 Work in Society (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of department) 
Patterns and organization of work; the theories and methods associated 
with studying work; how work varies across social and demographic 
groups; and impact of family structure, technology, globalization and 
public policy on work.

375 Sociology of Health and Medicine (3) (Prerequisite: SOC 201 
or permission of Sociology department) (SOC 375 is same as IPHC 
375) Trends and group differences in health and illness; theoretical 
perspectives on health; the sick role; seeking and using health services; 
patient-practitioner relationships; caregiving issues; social organization of 
healthcare systems; international and cultural differences; medicalization 
of chronic conditions; current issues and problems. Credit cannot be 
received for both SOC 375 and IPHC 375.

381 Sociology of Sport (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of department) 
Scientific study of sports to better understand how they are practiced and 
what those practices mean. Using various theoretical approaches, the 
focus will be on topics as they relate to sports such as: identity, ideology, 
children, gender, race and ethnicity, the media, economics, politics, 
globalization, drugs and violence.

382 Sociology of Families (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of 
department) Examines sociological theories used to study the family.  
Explores current and historic American family trends, how society and 
various social institutions shape the family, and the internal dynamics of 
the family as a social group in society.

388 Disasters and Extreme Events (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or permission of 
department) Types of disasters and extreme events; stages in the disaster 
process; theories and methods used to study disasters; how disaster 
vulnerability and resilience varies across social and demographic groups; 
how social institutions respond to disasters; disaster prevention and 
mitigation efforts.

387 Death and Dying in Social Contexts (3) (Prerequisite: 201 or 
permission of department) An overview of the perspectives on death 
in different cultures, social influences on those perspectives, death in 
relation to modern health care systems and related ethical issues, models 
of grief and its expression, last rites, consequences for survivors, suicide, 
contemporary risks of death.

403 Survey Methodology (3) (Prerequisite: eighteen hours of Sociology 
including 302, 303, and 339; senior standing; declared sociology major; and 
permission of department). F, S. The focus of this course is an individual 
research project that involves using survey research methodology.  In 
this course, students select a research problem and develop testable 
hypotheses drawing from published studies.  Students also learn sampling, 
measurement, data collection, creating a data file, and conducting data 
analysis using statistical software.  Finally, students are required to 
participate in the Institutional Review Board (IRB) process and present 
their findings to the class.

407 Urban Sociology (3) (Prerequisite: Nine hours of sociology courses 
including 201; junior or senior standing; and permission of the department) 
F. Historical and current urban growth patterns, theoretical perspectives 
regarding urban structure and change, distribution of power and other 
resources in urban settings, urban cultural and social forms, problems of 
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