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PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
The Art Education Program at Francis Marion University (FMU) is one of four academic 
programs housed within the Department of Fine Arts, alongside music, theater, and the 
visual arts. The program holds full accreditation at the undergraduate level from the 
National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD). This accreditation reflects 
the program’s commitment to maintaining rigorous academic standards and fostering 
student success. A distinctive feature of the Art Education Program is its low teacher-to-
student ratio, which ensures individualized instruction and mentoring. The program’s 
courses are taught by highly qualified faculty members who hold terminal degrees in 
their respective fields, thus providing students with expert guidance and mentorship.  
 
The program places a strong emphasis on experiential learning. Students engage in a 
variety of real-world learning opportunities designed to enrich their educational 
experience. These include: 

- Educational fieldtrips to museums and cultural institutions. 
- Artist talks and hands-on workshops led by professionals in the field. 
- Participation in state and national art education organizations through 

presentations and attendance. 
- Community-based service-learning projects that integrate art education with 

civic engagement. 
 
PROGRAM MISSION STATEMENT  
The Mission of the FMU Art Education Program is to cultivate highly qualified art 
educators who will excel as leaders in their profession. The program is dedicated to 
developing artists proficient in various media, educators with comprehensive knowledge 
and effective teaching strategies, and leaders committed to scholarly and professional 
service.  
 
Graduates of the program are eligible for art teacher licensure in the State of South 
Carolina and are well-prepared to pursue licensure in other states, enabling them to 
teach art at the PK-12 levels. Additionally, the program equips graduates with the 



foundational skills necessary to pursue advanced degrees in art education, arts 
administration, art therapy, museum education, and studio art.   

 
PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (PLOs)  

PLO 1.0: Students will demonstrate comprehensive knowledge of art education 
pedagogies, suitable for a range of grade levels. They will be skilled in planning, 
researching, and developing detailed lesson plans tailored to diverse student populations.  
 
PLO 2.0: Students will exhibit a deep understanding of art history, encompassing both 
Western and non-Western traditions, including contemporary art movements.  
 
PLO 3.0: Students will possess strong knowledge and practical skills across a wide array of 
studio art forms, while also demonstrating specialized expertise in at least one specific 
medium or technique.  
 
PLO 4.0: Students will demonstrate proficiency in teaching all strands of the South 
Carolina visual arts standards. This includes guiding students in creating and utilizing art 
structures, exploring content related to history and culture, interpreting artistic works, 
and integrating art with other academic disciplines.  
 
PLO 5.0: Students will display a high level of professionalism, consistently upholding the 
dispositions expected within the field. These include punctuality, responsibility, 
confidentiality, respect, reflective practice, and a commitment to continuous scholarship, 
community involvement, and professional growth. Students will actively engage in 
professional activities that advance the field of art education. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs) 
 
SLO.1.0:  At least 75% of Art Education students enrolled in art education courses (ARTE 
312 & ARTE 415) will achieve a grade of 80% or higher, demonstrating proficiency in art 
education pedagogies. (Aligned with PLOs: 1, 2, 3, 4) 
 
SLO.2.0: At least 75% of Art Education students enrolled in visual art history courses will  
achieve a grade of 80% or higher, indicating a strong understanding of art history 
concepts (Aligned with PLOs: 1, 2, 4). 
 
SLO.3.0: At least 75% of Art Education students participating in a range of studio art 
courses will attain a grade of 80% or higher, reflecting competency in diverse studio art 
practices. (Aligned with PLOs: 3, 4). 
 
SLO.4.0: At least 90% of Art Education students completing final art education and 
general education courses (ARTE501 & EDU490), which emphasize teaching planning 
based on South Carolina standards, will achieve a grade of 90% or higher. (Aligned with 
PLOs: 1, 4, 5) 



 
SLO.5.0:  At least 75% of junior and senior students will complete one of the following: a 
presentation at a national or state art education conference, a community service-
learning project, or a non-traditional learning experience outside the FMU campus. 
(Aligned with PLOs: 4, 5). 
 

ASSESSMENT METHODS AND PROCEDURES 
 
SLO.1.0:  At least 75% of Art Education students enrolled in art education courses (ARTE 
312 & ARTE 415) will achieve a grade of 80% or higher. 
 

• Direct Assessment: Grade of B or higher in art education courses and senior exit 
exam scores. 

• Indirect Assessment: Evaluations of lesson presentations, class assignments, and 
quizzes/tests in Art Education courses. 

 
Students are expected to understand and apply various art education pedagogies, 
including formalism, child-/teacher-/subject-centered approaches, art history, 
Discipline-Based Art Education (DBAE), arts integration, multicultural education, special 
needs, gifted and talented education, visual culture art education, and social 
justice/issue-based art education. 
 
SLO.2.0: At least 75% of Art Education students in visual art history courses will  
achieve 80% or higher. 
 

• Direct Assessment: Praxis Art: Content Knowledge test & senior exit content 
knowledge test. 

• Indirect Assessment: Art history course grades and lesson planning activities. 
 
Proficiency in art history, including Western, non-Western, and Contemporary art, is 
essential for passing the Praxis II exam. The Praxis Art: Content Knowledge exam 
measures the knowledge and skills necessary for a beginning art teacher. It covers two 
main content areas: 
 

1. Art Making (50%): Focuses on the elements of art, principles of design, various 
art-making processes, techniques, and media (e.g., drawing, painting, sculpture, 
printmaking, photography). It also includes questions on safety, tools, and 
methods in a studio setting.  

2. Art History (50%): Cover major movements and styles in Western and non-
Western art, including contemporary art. It assesses knowledge of art traditions, 
contexts, and cultural significance from global perspectives.  

 
The exam consists of selected-response questions and is designed to evaluate content 
knowledge critical for teaching art in PK-12 educational settings.  



SLO.3.0: At least 75% of Art Education students in various studio art courses will achieve 
80% or higher. 
 

• Direct Assessment: Praxis Art: Content Knowledge test & studio course grades.  
• Indirect Assessment: Pre-service teacher portfolios and studio activity 

 
Strong competencies in art-making are crucial for the Praxis II Art: Content Knowledge, 
which covers the elements of art, principles of design, historical and contemporary art-
making methods, and techniques across diverse media, including drawing, painting, 
printmaking, photography, crafts, sculpture, and architecture. 
 
SLO.4.0: At least 90% of Art Education students in final art education and general 
education courses (ARTE501 & EDU490) will achieve a grade of 90% or higher. 
 

• Direct Assessment: Midterm and final ADEPT scores in E490.  
• Indirect Assessment: Teaching observation (COR) & course portfolio in ARTE501. 

 
To obtain full South Carolina teaching certification, students must successfully complete 
a semester of student teaching in K-12 public schools. This requires passing both the 
midterm and final ADEPT evaluations, which assess planning, instruction, classroom 
environment, and professionalism.  
 
SLO.5.0:  At least 75% of junior and senior students will complete one of the following: a 
presentation at a national or state art education conference, a community service-
learning project, or a non-traditional learning experience outside the FMU campus.  
 

• Direct Assessment: Final ADEPT scores (professionalism domain) & evaluation of 
service projects  

• Indirect Assessment: Observation of activities and evaluation of senior portfolio 
and resume   

 
Engaging in professional presentations, community service, and non-traditional learning 
experiences is essential for fostering leadership and professional growth. These 
activities provide students with opportunities to apply their knowledge in real-world 
settings, build professional networks, and develop skills that extend beyond the 
classroom.   
 

ASSESSMENT RESULTS 
 

SLO.1.0:  At least 75% of Art Education students enrolled in art education courses (ARTE 
312 & ARTE 415) will achieve a grade of 80% or higher. 

 
 



 
• Direct Assessment: 9 of 10 students met the 80% target score (93% success rate 

exceeds goal)  
• Indirect Assessment: In-class assignments, activities, and presentations  
• Program Learning Goals Met: 1, 2, 3, & 4 

 
Rationale: Art education students must possess a comprehensive understanding of 
diverse art education pedagogies. This knowledge is essential for developing effective 
lesson plans and implementing successful teaching practices. 
 
SLO.2.0: At least 75% of Art Education students in visual art history courses will  
achieve 80% or higher. 
 

• Direct Assessment: 8 out of 10 students earned a grade of B or higher in their art 
history courses. Additionally, all six senior students (100%) successfully passed 
the Praxis II Art History Content Knowledge test before beginning their student 
teaching. 

• Indirect Assessment: Art history course grades and lesson planning activities. 
• Program Learning Goals Met: 1, 2, 3, & 4 

 
Rationale: Art education students must develop a comprehensive understanding of art 
history, spanning Western, non-Western, and Contemporary art. This includes 
familiarity with key artists, notable works of art, stylistic movements, and relevant 
terminology, which are essential for effective teaching and professional practice. 
 
SLO.3.0: At least 75% of Art Education students in various studio art courses will achieve 
80% or higher. 
 

• Direct Assessment:  11 out of 12 students (92%) earned a grade of B or higher in 
various studio courses, demonstrating strong proficiency in art-making skills and 
techniques.  

• Indirect Assessment: Various studio activities  
• Program Learning Goals Met: 3 & 4 

 
Rationale:  Art education students need a solid foundation in art-making, encompassing 
knowledge of materials and artistic processes. Proficiency in studio practices is crucial 
for both teaching effectiveness and creative growth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



SLO.4.0: At least 90% of Art Education students in final art education and general 
education courses (ARTE501 & EDU490) will achieve a grade of 90% or higher. 
 

• Direct Assessment: Four senior students (100%) successfully completed their 
student teaching, achieving the required standards for licensure.  

• Indirect Assessment: Evaluation of ADEPT scores in E490, teaching observations 
(COR), and course portfolio in ARTE501. 

• Program Learning Goals Met: 1, 4, & 5  
 
Rationale: To obtain full South Carolina teaching certification as art specialists, art 
education students must successfully complete student teaching in a public school 
during their final semester. This practical experience ensures that graduates are well-
prepared for professional teaching roles.  
 
SLO.5.0:  At least 75% of junior and senior students will complete one of the following: a 
presentation at a national or state art education conference, a community service-
learning project, or a non-traditional learning experience outside the FMU campus.  
 

• Direct Assessment: All graduating senior students successfully completed one or 
two presentations at the national or state conventions, demonstrating 
professional engagement. Additionally, they met all areas of professional 
domains in their final ADEPT assessment.  

• Indirect Assessment: Observation of presentation and evaluation of senior 
portfolios and resumes  

• Program Learning Goals Met: 1, 4, & 5  
 
Rationale: Art education students are expected to complete at least one professional 
presentation, community project, or travel study outside the FMU campus. These 
experiences enhance professional development and demonstrate commitment to the 
field. 
 
ACTION: PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
SLO.1.0:  At least 75% of Art Education students enrolled in art education courses (ARTE 
312 & ARTE 415) will achieve a grade of 80% or higher. 
 
To achieve this goal, the Art Education program has implemented targeted instructional 
strategies for the following courses: 
 

• ARTE312:  This course introduces art education majors to essential concepts, 
including the rationale behind art education and the historical development 
of the field in the United States. Students explore and develop proficiency 
with various art media, tools, and curriculum resources.  



• ARTE415: This course focuses on the study of the four core disciplines of art 
education: art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and art production. Students 
learn about the theories, historical development, and teaching methods 
associated with each discipline, enhancing their ability to design and deliver 
effective art education lessons. 

 
SLO.2.0: At least 75% of Art Education students in visual art history courses will  
achieve 80% or higher. 

To support this objective, he art education faculty collaborates closely with the 
art history faculty to enhance students’ content knowledge and analytical skills, 
particularly in preparation for the Praxis Art exam. The program also provides 
out-of-classroom learning opportunities, such as workshops with visiting artists 
and educational trips to museums and galleries, enriching students’ 
understanding of visual art history.  

Additionally, the art education faculty maintains a collection of diverse 
educational resources. Including books, teaching guides, and scholarly journals. 
These materials support independent study and reinforce key concepts covered 
in coursework, promoting academic success and professional readiness.  

SLO.3.0: At least 75% of Art Education students in various studio art courses will achieve 
80% or higher. 
 

To meet this goal, the Art Education faculty will provide targeted guidance 
during the advising period, encouraging students to specialize in a particular 
medium or art form, such as graphic design, photography, painting, or ceramics.  
This specialization helps students build in-depth skills that align with their 
professional goals. 
 
Faculty will also advise students to enroll in a diverse range of studio courses 
that teach various media and techniques. This approach ensures that students 
develop a comprehensive skill set needed for success in the Praxis art-making 
exam and their culminating senior show.  

 
SLO.4.0: At least 90% of Art Education students in final art education and general 
education courses (ARTE501 & EDU490) will achieve a grade of 90% or higher. 

 
To achieve this objective, the Art Education Program has implemented 
significant enhancements to ARTE501, the capstone course of FMU’s Art 
Education program. This course, designed to prepare preservice art teachers for 
a successful transition into the teaching profession, has been restructured under 
a new instructor and is now divided into three parts: lesson planning, case 
studies, and the teacher portfolio.  



• Lesson Planning: Emphasizes the development of practical, standards-
based lesson plans designed to meet the needs of K-12 diverse learners. 
Special focus is placed on creating assessment rubrics that align with SC 
Standards and effectively measure student learning.  

• Case Studies: Offers pre-service teachers a comprehensive understanding 
of various educational contexts through real-world scenarios, allowing 
them to explore diverse teaching practices and issues.  

• Teacher Portfolio: Equips students with professional readiness by guiding 
them to develop a teaching portfolio that includes a resume, teaching 
philosophy, exemplary lesson plans, classroom management strategies, 
visual examples, budgeting documents, and professional evaluation.  

 
Additionally, the art education faculty collaborated with the general education faculty to 
align the curriculum with the FMU School of Education’s standards and expectations, 
ensuring students are fully prepared for the demands of student teaching.  
 
SLO.5.0:  At least 75% of junior and senior students will complete one of the following: a 
presentation at a national or state art education conference, a community service-
learning project, or a non-traditional learning experience outside the FMU campus.  
 

The art education faculty is committed to fostering professional development by 
actively engaging students in scholarly activities and professional organizations. 
She has participated in giving presentations and workshops at national, state, 
and regional conferences, publishing scholarly articles, and showcasing artwork 
in juried exhibitions. To further support student involvement, the art education 
faculty has collaborated with junior and senior students on research projects, 
aligning these efforts with the students’ specific areas of interest. 
 
Students have been encouraged and supported to present at notable events, 
including the 2024 SCAEC Convention (Greenville, SC), the 2025 NAEA 
Convention (Louisville, KY), and the 2025 AERA Convention (Denver, CO). The 
faculty has actively pursued grant opportunities to support these students’ 
research and presentation activities.  
 
Looking ahead, the program will continue to prioritize facilitating outside-of-
school learning experiences and professional engagements, reinforcing the 
importance of community involvement and scholarly contribution in art 
education.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF REPORT  
 
SLO.1.0: 93% of students met the 80% grade target in education courses (exceeding the 
goal). 
 
SLO.2.0: 100% of senior students passed the Praxis II art history test. 
 
SLO.3.0: 92% of students earned a B or higher in studio courses. 
 
SLO.4.0:  All senior students passed their teaching practicum, meeting certification 
requirements. 
 
SLO.5.0:  All seniors engaged in professional presentations or community projects. 
 
 
 

APPENDIX: SUPPORTING DOCUMENT 
 

South Carolina Art Education Program Approval Standards: 
https://ed.sc.gov/educators/educator-preparation/guidelines/art/ 

 

 


