haivey = pooka

harvey is always happening to peaple. but it took playwright mary chase, with g proper
sympathy for pookas and her friend elwood p. dewd te make a lot of people believe in
him. harvey, as aimost everyone must know by this time, is the unseen rabbit of the com-

edy hit called harvey.

encyclopedias say there are 57 varieties of rabbits. and then mary chase discovered
harvey — white, six-feet one and a half inches tall, and invisible. the family of pookas, to
which harvey defipitely betongs, have been part of celtic folk lore for centuries, they are
imaginary ereatures that can be seen only by those folk favored by the spirits, and they

always appear as over-sized animals,

when mary chase, a denver housewife who had long been writing short staries and getting
them rejected, started working on a play “to make people happy,” she chose as her hero
an arniable middle-aged bachelor needing escape from the world of reality. she decided
that her hero would have a pooka for a companion. but mary didn't “'see’ a six foot
rabbit at first. in the beginning he had been a canary, and fater a very normai penguin,
then, mrs. chase, walking home from a movie one night, knew suddenly he had to be a
rabhit. and she knew his name was ’harvey’ — because he told her so himself as he leaned

against his favorite denver lamp post,

when harvey spoke to mary chase, he was discovered. and this is the way the suthor de-
scribes him: “he likes people, is understanding and tolerant of their little faults. he es-
pecially likes middle-aged folks who are a little discouraged. young peopie are so sure of

themselves that he doesn‘t stay around them very much.”

ever since harvey was launched on its record-breaking four-year run in rew vork, winning
the pulitzer prize, harvey has made thousands of friends. for harvey is always happening
te people. whether they find him in weekend vacations, a pretiy girl, or a bottle of wine,
he comes their way. for harvey is protective — and he may come to you when you least

expect him,
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mary chase's production staff
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SCENE SYnopsis

the action talees place in a city in the far west.

harvey
act i is nresented by special arrangement with
scene 1: the library of the old dowd family mansion, dramatists play service, inc.
late afternoon. 440 park avenue south
scene 2: the reception room of chumiey’s rest, an hour new york, n. y. 10016

later.
10 minute intermission

act ii '
tn a special thanks to

scene 1: the fibrary, an hour later. ms. cathy cranford ms. debbie smith

sC ' c ‘ f 3 .
ene 2: chumley’s rest, four hours later mr. carl roberison ms. becky elliott
. . - mr. d. 8. campbell mr. john poindexter
10 minute intermission

jordan used furniture co.
act iii
chumley's rest, a few minutes later.

future florence area theatrs productions

the college theatre requesis that no photographs be taken during the
performance, april 24 thru may 3—godspel/—florence little theatre



