"Medea” won third prize for Euripides at its first performance in the
annual drama festival in Athens. Since 431 BC, the universality of this
Greek tragedy has impelled twenty playwrights and uncounted transla-
tors to indite repeatedly this protest against woman’s status in a man's
world. The legend has been treated in six languages as drama, opera,
poetry, even as a domestic burlesque for Victorian audiences in one act
entitled. '"Medea, or the best of mothers with a hbrute of a hushand.'”
Rohinson Jeifers, in tha words of Brooks Atkinson, "has retained the
legend and characters: has freely adapted ‘Medea’ into a modern play
hy dispensing with the formalities, editing mosi of the woe-woe out of
the chorus speeches; . . . and does not waste time invoking the Greek
gods who were more numerous than influential in the dispensation of
justice,”

Prior to the play’s opening, Jason has returned from his Argosy to
Colchis where with the aid of Medea’s sorcery he stole the Golden
Fleece from the serpent-guarded cave. The princess of Colchis saved his
life once again when sha slew her brother who pursued them in their
flight to Jason's Argo anchored on the Black Sea shore. Jason returned
victorious to Corinth and married Medea who bore him two sons. The
“Medea” begins several years later. Jason, driven by ambition, ren-
nounces Medea to wed Creusa, young daughter of King Creon, In the
heart of the abandoned barbarian wife, justice is fused to vengeance. |t
is from this action that Euripides’ Medea springs.
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Scene Synopsis

The entire action of the play occurs in and hefore
Medea’s house in the ancient Greek city of Corinth.

Act |
Late afternoon in the spring

10 minute intermission

Act Il
Later the same day

The College Theatre requesis that no photographs
be taken during the performance.

*Member of Alpha Psi Omega - national dramatics honorary fraternity.
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