ABOUT THE AUTHOR

The writings of Luigi Pirandeilo are considered to be the
cornerstone of the majority of most important contemporary
drama. This observation stems from his rejection of a thea-
tre of entertainment and from his rediscovery of theatre's

basic nature. ; BE‘@S%E‘I’ES

In the establishment of a theatre of thought and judgment,
the main characteristic of Pirandello's plays is the pres-
ence of the intellect as the prime mover of the dramatic
action. Pirandello reintroduced into a fundamentally mate-
rialistic and sensual society the element of consciousness--
a reality it is impossible to avoid by appealing to noble
sentiments or to impulises studied by the "scientific" psy-
chology, or to current events. In Pirandello, what is at
issue is not so much the morality, as the reality of the
role the individual plays in everyday 1ife; and what is dis-
covered in the end is that in life play-acting is unaveid-
able. The individual comes face to face with himself re-
garding the truth of his existance--face to face with the
image he has of himself as a free human being.

Pirandello makes no attempt to decieve through the perfec-

tion of staging or the realism of depicted events; on the
contrary, there is the determination to reveal the relation
between theatre and real 1ife, literally showing what the
theatre is and what the reality is. Theatre again becomes :
what it was in its earliest beginning: an empty space !
where one plays at questioning the meaning of human deeds :
and passions. This, then, is the rediscovery of theatre's

basic nature, of one of its chief reasons for existence, | [EF ?@Eﬁ ?HEE@% ?@E} @Rﬂ

namely the bond between "I" and the others of society. L E
by Luigi Pirandello
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SCENE SYNOPSIS
| The Time: Fall, 1916
The Place: The drawing room of Councillor Agazzi's
. home in a small central Italian town.
ACT 1
Early morning
10 minute_intermiésion
Act II
About 11:0d a.m. the same day
10 minute intermission
ACT III
Mid-afterncon the same day

The College Theatre requests that no photographs be
taken during the performance.
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