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NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Adding Machine reached Broadway during the 1923 season. The show ran for only 73
performances. However it was the first American Expressionistic Drama to appear on
Broadway. Originally viewed as a political statement concerning the industrialization of
American and thus the dehumanization of mankind, the play clearly earned Elmer Rice a
place in the annals of American Theatre History. With its expressionistic style, exislential
overtones, absurdist situations and melodramatic dialogue, the play chronicies the plight of
Mr. Zero as he plummets to his reincarnated destiny of being a failure once again. Throughout
the play Mr. Rice, alawyer turned playwright, makes comments on the economy, Darwinism,
conforming, industrialization, reincarnation, existentialism and absurdity.

THE UNIVERSITY THEATRE'S NEXT PRODUCTIONS WILL BE
December 1 & 2 Experimental One Act Plays

February 22-23  QOedipus the King
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Elmer Rice's

Wednesday - Saturday
October 19, 20, 21, 22

8:00 pm
Fine Arts Theatre




THE ADDING MACHINE
by
Elmer Rice

YOh, industry what ever will become of me?" — The DM.M.
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The Adding Machine

is produced by special permission from
Samuel French, Inc.
45 West 25th Strect
New York, NY 10010

tmember of Alpha Psi Omega, national dramatics honorary fraternity

SCENE SYNOPSIS

Actl
Scene 1: The Zero's Bedroom
Scene 2: An Office and in the minds of Daisy and Mr, Zero
Scene 3: The Zero's Living Room
Scene 4; A Hall of Justice

10-minute interniission
Act 1T
Scene 1: A Graveyard
Scene 2: The Elysian Fields

Scene 3: An Adding Machinc

Because it disturbs the aciors and the audience,
please refrain from all wypes of photography during the performance.

You are invited to purchase a Coke during intermission;
however, do not bring the drink inta the theatre.
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