Special Interests, Special Programs
FMU Honors
ROTC
FMU Honors is a place for motivated, creative and dedicated
students who are looking for an enriched college experience that
challenges and engages them. FMU Honors includes innovative
courses and a community of like-minded students. It provides
students with enhanced educational opportunities that foster
inquiry, stimulate learning and promote community involvement.
Opportunities include:
- Weekly symposiums in the Sciences, Humanities and Social
Sciences, and Business Leadership
- Multi-disciplinary Colloquia on a variety of topics
- Special Topics courses
- Model United Nations Experience
- Washington Semester Program
Admission is by application. Incoming first-year students are
eligible with a score of 1100 on the Math/Critical Reading
portions of the SAT (or equivalent on redesigned SAT) or a
composite score of 24 on the ACT.
Second-semester freshman must have earned a GPA of 3.0 to
become or remain eligible for Honors. All other students must
achieve or maintain a GPA of 3.25.
For more information, contact:

Dr. Jon Tuttle

Director of FMU Honors
& Professor of English
jtuttle@fmarion.edu | 843-661-1521
www.francismarionuniversityhonors.com

Teaching Fellows Program
FMU is home to the South Carolina Teaching Fellows Program.
The goal of this program is to recruit talented high school
seniors into the teaching profession and then develop leadership
qualities within them. Students in the Teaching Fellows Program
participate in enrichment programs and professional development
opportunities throughout the state and the Pee Dee area.
FMU Teaching Fellows may receive up to $6,000 in yearly
scholarships during the time they are completing a degree leading
to teacher licensure. Upon graduation, a Teaching Fellow agrees
to teach in South Carolina one year for every year the Fellowship
was received.

Francis Marion University’s Army Reserve Officer Training
Corps (ROTC) program is dedicated to developing collegeeducated men and women to serve in challenging positions of
leadership, responsibility, and varied managerial positions both as
officers in the U.S. Army and civilians in corporate America.
Army ROTC requires two to four years to complete, depending
on student qualifications. This time is normally divided into a
two-year basic program, comprising freshman and sophomore
students and a two-year contractual advanced program for juniors
and seniors. Students with prior military service, JROTC or
National Guard/Reserve service may qualify for direct placement
in the advanced program. While no prior military experience
is needed, all students must attend lectures and participate in a
regular program of physical fitness and field training.
For more information, ontact:

Christian Bonno

Assistant Professor of Military Science
cbonno@fmarion.edu | 843-661-1836

National Model United Nations
Each spring, select FMU students participate in a professional,
hands-on learning experience called National Model United
Nations. Students hone their teamwork and presentation skills as
they work in committees and propose resolutions to international
relations scenarios at the week-long conference in New York City.
But, the hard work begins months before FMU students join the
more than 5,000 student delegates from around the world. After
acceptance to the 3-credit-hour class, students attend weekly
meetings where they learn about the United Nations and the
country FMU is assigned by the conference to represent. Students
must also research and write position papers throughout the
semester. FMU is a frequent award-winner for their diligent,
skilled work at the national conference.
For more information, contact:

Dr. Alissa Warters

Associate Provost for Academic Affairs
& Director of the McNair Center for Research and Service
twarters@fmarion.edu | 843-661-1616

The application for this program is online at
http://cerra.org/teachingfellows/application.aspx
For more information, contact:

Dr. Erik Lowry

Associate Professor of Education
& Coordinator of Elementary Education Program
elowry@fmarion.edu | 843-661-1523
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Financial Aid
The James F. Konduros Scholarship

The Konduros Scholarship awards $6,000 for tuition and other
expenses and, when combined with other state scholarships, it
can cover a year’s tuition. Selection is based on applications and
interviews. Konduros Scholars are accepted into FMU Honors
and Leadership FMU.

The Education Fellow Scholarship

The $5,000 scholarship can be awarded to prospective
Education majors who are part of the South Carolina Teacher
Cadet Program. Preference is given to FMU-sponsored Teacher
Cadets.

Francis Marion University Fellows Scholars

Fellows receive annual awards of between $1,500-$2,500.
Scholarship awards are based on applications and interviews.

Distinction Scholarship

There’s no doubt about it. A great college education requires 		
a significant investment.
Francis Marion University works hard to keep costs down and
our tuition low, and we’ve done a good job of that. We’re among
South Carolina’s most affordable universities, which means we’re
a terrific educational value. Even so, financial challenges remain.
We know that. That’s why FMU’s Office of Financial Assistance
stands ready to help guide students and their families along a
prudent fiscal path as they move towards a degree. Here’s a look
at other paths to paying for college.

FAFSA

A wise, and necessary, first step in any college plan is
determining what financial aid might be available. Encourage
your students to begin that process by completing the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at
www.fafsa.gov. This is an important, mandatory step for every
student.

All students who enroll at FMU, and who meet the minimum
criteria for University scholarships, will receive an annual
Distinction Scholarship award of $1,000. If a student is awarded
another University scholarship, it will replace the Distinction
Scholarship and will not be awarded in addition to it.

When filling out a FAFSA application, students will be asked for
a school code. The code for FMU is 009226. Generally, students
will be notified about potential aid awards within 14 days of
completing the FAFSA.

Donor-Supported Scholarships

Federal Work Study

Donors and supporters of Francis Marion University provide
funds for more than 150 named, specialty scholarships at FMU.
These scholarships are available to all students, although many
have specialized qualifying criteria, such as a particular field of
study or specific hometown or home county. Awards vary, as do
specific qualifications. For more information, visit:
www.fmarion.edu/fmuadmissions/scholarship.

Work study is need-based and allows students to work oncampus and receive federally subsidized pay.

Grants

The deadlines for Donor-Supported Scholarships vary. Contact
the FMU Admissions Office for more information.

Federal and state grants are available to students. Grants include
the Pell Grand and SC Need-Based Grant. Grants differ from
scholarships in terms of criteria – most are based entirely on a
particular need or student classification – but work in a similar
manner. Students receive money for college and associated
expenses that does not have to be repaid.

Dates and Process

Loans

Scholarship applications for University-awarded Scholarships,
excluding the McNair Scholarship, are due by March 15.
Awards will be made during the spring, following oncampus interviews. Distinction Scholarships will be awarded
automatically after admission.

There are a number of loans available to students. Two terms to
be aware of are subsidized and unsubsidized loans. Subsidized
loans are need-based while unsubsidized loans are not. In
addition, the subsidized loan does not begin accruing interest
until six months after students stop attending college, while
unsubsidized loans begin accruing interest as soon as the loan
begins. Rates and terms for loans vary from loan to loan. More
financial aid information is available online at
www.fmarion.edu/enrollment/financialassistance.
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Admissions Information

Francis Marion has a rolling admissions policy which means a decision regarding admission status will be made as soon as
application packet is complete. All incoming freshman are required to have completed the following courses.
English - 4 Units
• 2 units with strong grammar and composition components
• 1 unit in English literature
• 1 unit in American literature
Math - 4 Units
• Algebra I
• Algebra II
• Geometry
• Algebra III/Trigonometry or pre-calculus, calculus, statistics,
discrete mathematics or capstone
Laboratory Science - 3 Units
• 2 units from different fields – biology, chemistry or physics
• 1 additional unit from biology, chemistry or physics or any
other laboratory science with a biology, chemistry or physics as
a prerequisite (physical science is not considered a laboratory
science for admission purposes)

Social Science - 3 Units
• 1 unit of U.S. History
• ½ unit of economics is strongly recommended
• ½ unit of government is recommended
• 1 unit of your choice
Fine Arts - 1 Unit
Art appreciation, art history or performance in one of the fine
arts
Academic Electives - 1 Unit
One unit taken from one of the following fields among
computer science (strongly recommended), English, fine arts,
foreign languages, humanities, laboratory science (excluding
earth science, general physical science, general environmental
science or other introductory science courses for which biology
and/or chemistry is not a prerequisite), mathematics above the
level of Algebra II, and social sciences.
Physical Education or ROTC - 1 unit

Foreign Language - 2 Units
Both units must be in the same language

How to Apply
To apply to Francis Marion, freshman applicants need to follow
these simple steps:
- Complete the application for admission online at
www.fmarion.edu/fmuadmissions/applynow.
- Submit the completed application online or send by mail to:
Office of Admissions, Francis Marion University, PO Box
100547, Florence, SC 29502.
- Submit official high school transcripts from all institutions
attended online using www.parchment.com or print the form
to be completed by you – the guidance counselor – and mailed
to the Office of Admissions. The form may be found online at
www.fmarion.edu/fmuadmissions/applynow.

- Pay the nonrefundable application fee online at
www.fmarion.edu/fmuadmissions/applynow, at the Cashier’s
Office in Stokes Administration Building Room 104, by mail
(PO Box 100547, Florence, SC 29502) or by phone at 843-6611596.
- Complete the recommendation form. The recommendation
form is optional, but we encourage applications to include it in
their application packet.
- Request that official SAT or ACT scores are sent directly
from the test agency to FMU.
• SAT scores can be sent from sat.collegeboard.org using
FMU’s code: 5442.
• ACT scores can be sent from actstudent.org using
FMU’s code: 3856.

Important Dates & Upcoming Events for Prospective Students
Open House Events
October 15, 2016
November 12, 2016
February 4, 2017
March 4, 2017
April 8, 2017

Campus Tours

Monday – Friday: 10:30 AM and 2 PM
To register, visit www.fmarion.edu/fmuadmissions or call 843-661-1231

McNair Scholarship Deadline: December 1, 2016
University Scholarships Deadline: March 15, 2017

