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PROGRAM MISSION 

The mission of the History Department is to train the intellect of and to prepare students for lives 
of personal enrichment and constructive achievement. The study of History comprises the 
elements of a liberal education: the acquisition of knowledge, the nurturing of understanding, 
and the development of perspective of oneself and one’s society. The reconstruction of the 
human past conveys an appreciation of cultural contexts and traditions, and it enhances critical 
thinking and communication skills. The major in History provides a broad understanding of the 
development of various cultures throughout the world. Through their History courses, FMU 
students gain a better grasp of contemporary events, a knowledge of people in various times and 
places, critical thinking skills, and the ability to express themselves effectively in oral and written 
communication.  

GENERAL EDUCATION – HISTORY-RELATED STUDENT LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

There are three goals of the General Education curriculum that are related to History: 

➢ Goal 1: The ability to compose effectively with rhetorical awareness, integrate relevant 
research when appropriate, and produce developed, insightful arguments. 

• Goal 6: The ability to recognize historical processes, to identify historical periodization, 
and to explain historical connections among individuals, groups, and ideas around the 
world. 

• Goal 7: The ability to recognize diverse social and cultural practices and to articulate 
connections between individual behavior and sociocultural processes. 

To measure its performance in meeting these three goals, the History Department relies on four 
of its eleven Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 

➢ SLO 2.1: The student can effectively offer analysis that supports the thesis statement.  
➢ SLO 4.0: The student could effectively write an historical essay. 
➢ SLO 5.0: The student could accurately explain how people have existed, acted, and 

thought in particular historical periods. 
➢ SLO 5.1: The student would be able to demonstrate an understanding of cause and effect 

with a broad knowledge of the general chronology of historical developments in a variety 
of civilizations. 
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While all four of these SLOs contribute to meeting Goal 1, the clearest connection with that goal 
comes from SLOs 2.1 and 4.0. SLO 5.0 is most relevant to Goal 6, while SLO 5.1 contributes to 
meeting Goal 7.    

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

A key objective of the Department of History at Francis Marion University is to offer a balanced 
curriculum of courses in U.S., European, and World history. The History Department offers five 
courses that non-majors may take to complete their General Education requirements: HIST 101 
(U.S. History to 1877), HIST 102 (U.S. History since 1877), HIST 103 (European History to the 
French Revolution), HIST 104 (European History Since the French Revolution), and HIST 105 
(Introduction to Modern World History). To assess student success in meeting the goals listed 
above, the History Department has adopted indirect and direct methods. The former is addressed 
through a survey given once a semester to students in 100-level courses. To assess students’ 
abilities directly, the department uses a “Couse-Level Assessment” (CLA) form that is filled out 
twice a semester for each class and that relies on a rubric to judge students’ written work. The 
History Department also shifted how it conducts its surveys to students. In previous years, an 
online survey was made available to students. Despite various inducements, such as extra credit 
on a final exam, few students completed the online survey. This year, the History Department 
shifted to an in-class survey. This resulted in greater participation among students. In the fall, 79 
students in survey courses completed the survey, and forty-eight completed it in the spring. For 
the CLA forms, History Department instructors assessed 436 students in the fall midterm, 392 
students at the end of fall, 287 students in the spring midterm, and 287 students at the end of 
spring.  

The department set for itself benchmarks of 80% to meet the four SLOs listed above and, by 
extension, the General Education goals. None of those benchmarks were changed for the year 
2024-2025. In its 2024-2025 General Education report, the History Department met two of its  
benchmarks for SLOs 2.1, 4.0, 5.0, and 5.1. The History Department met its benchmarks for SLOs 
4.0 and 5.0 but failed to meet it for SLOs 2.1 and 5.1.  The History Department met all of its 
benchmarks in 2023-2024 so this is not good news. The History Department will remain vigilant 
to ensure that the successes of this year can been continued in the upcoming years.   

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Methods of Measurement 

To measure those SLOs related to the General Education goals, the department relies on one 
direct and one indirect measurement.  

Direct Measurement 

The department utilizes a Course-Level Assessment form that is filled out twice for each History 
course, first at midterm and then again at the end of the semester. This form assesses students’ 
writing and analytical skills, with the professor indicating the number of students who exceeded, 
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met, or did not meet expectations. This is very similar to Lawshe’s Content Validity Ratio that is 
used by the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation. Lawshe’s Ratio relies on a 
judging panel to determine if the content of a particular assignment is “essential,” “useful but 
not essential,” or “not necessary.”  

The following table shows the results of the CLA forms for the fall and spring for each of the four 
SLOs. The percentage reflects those students who “met” or “exceeded” expectations. 

 

SLO FALL 2024 
Midterm 

FALL 2024 
Final 

SPRING 2025 
Midterm 

SPRING 2025 
Final 

YEAR 
Average 

2.1 67.2% 72.8% 68.7% 79% 71.9% 

4.0 70.6% 74.1% 74.6% 82.6% 75.5% 

5.0 64.9% 74.4% 69.7% 79.5% 72.1% 

5.1 70.1% 76.6% 70.7% 82.1% 74.9.% 

 

Indirect Measurement 

Near the end of the semester, the History Department gives an in-class survey to students in 
History classes. Professors are asked to carve out fifteen minutes of time to administer the 
survey. Some instructors are very willing and eager to assist while others do not have time to 
spare. The same survey is used for both upper and lower-level courses.  Next year, two separate 
surveys will be conducted. The survey consists of thirty-three questions. It asks students a variety 
of questions, including several related directly to SLOs 2.1, 4.0, 5.0, and 5.1, such as whether: 1) 
they can write an essay that supports a thesis statement with evidence; 2) they feel prepared to 
write a historical essay; 3) they can discern the relationship between cause and effect at 
particular time periods; and 4) they can see connections between historical events, ideas, and 
values over time. 

The SLOs 

In its 2018-2019 IE report, the History Department established a benchmark of 80% for SLOs 2.1, 
4.0, 5.0, and 5.1; in the 2020-2021 school year, it raised its benchmark for SLO 4.0 to 81% but 
kept the benchmark the same for the other three SLOs. Those benchmarks have since that time 
remained unchanged. The author does not anticipate making changes in the near future. 

Results 

The results that follow are for General Education (100-level) courses only:  

SLO 2.1 The student could effectively offer analysis that supported the thesis statement.  
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Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 81.5% Benchmark Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Qualitative Analysis). Results: 71.9% Benchmark Not Attained 
Average: 76.7%       Benchmark Not Attained 

SLO 4.0 The student could effectively write an historical essay.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 86.3% Benchmark Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Writing). Results: 75.5%   Benchmark Not Attained 
Average: 80.9%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 5.0 The student could accurately explain how people have existed, acted, and thought in 
particular historical periods.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 91% Benchmark Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Critical Thinking). Results: 72.1% Benchmark Attained 
Grand Total: 81.6%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 5.1 Would be able to demonstrate an understanding of cause and effect with a broad 
knowledge of the general chronology of historical developments in a variety of civilizations.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 78.5% Benchmark Not Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Area Knowledge). Results: 74.9% Benchmark Not Attained 
Grand Total: 76.7%       Benchmark Not Attained 

History Department Action Items 

It is clear from the data that students in General Education courses in most cases are confident 
in their abilities. The History Department performed well with its General Education courses this 
year. The new in-class surveys perhaps inflated our numbers. Next year, a stronger effort will be 
made to administer this survey in every survey class.  

Action Items for 2024-2025 

Despite the fact that student performance in 2023-2024 improved, the department will continue 
to try and improve.  

Broader Actions 

• The department will continue to emphasize to students the importance of budgeting time 
to prepare for tests, especially final exams. 

• Students will be encouraged to go to the Writing Center. Some instructors already require 
students to take a draft of a major paper to the Writing Center. We have had several of 
our majors work in the Writing Center so students will see a familiar face. 

• Students will be reminded that they can seek extra help in the Tutoring Center. Again, we 
have been fortunate to have some of our majors work in the Tutoring Center. Any student 
in a history course will recognize a friendly face.   
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• Professors in all General Education History classes need to emphasize to students the 
importance of the skills and knowledge required of them to perform well on their writing 
assignments. This applies not only to in-class essays, but take-home assignments. 

• Given that the coronavirus provided students with a weak foundation at the end of high 
school, the department will urge all professors to be knowledgeable in the use of 
technology to impart information and deliver assignments.  

o With the departure of the School of Business and the School of Education to a new 
building on campus, the History Department took possession of Founders Hall 
222A. This has technology similar to Founders Hall 213A, which the History 
Department outfitted with new televisions and a screen beam through ARPA 
funds in 2022. In Founders Hall 222A, there is a screen beam in this room that 
allows for synchronous learning. Drs. Bolt, Kaufman, and Kirby use this classroom. 
Others will be encouraged to use it as well.   

• The author of this report has become acutely aware that many of the students across this 
university suffer from anxiety, learning disabilities, and/or depression. These symptoms 
can be triggered by instructors who take their time in returning assignments and only give 
minimal feedback—often months after an assignment was submitted. A vigorous effort 
was made to ensure that certain instructors that have a habit of not returning materials 
to students on time have gotten those assignments back more promptly. As noted in the 
Institutional Effectiveness Report, respecting the mental health of students is something 
that the History Department is emphasizing. The members of the History Department 
think that paying increased attention to the mental health of our students will increase 
our outcomes but will also enrich the overall college experience of our students.  


