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INSTITUTIONAL EFFECTIVENESS REPORT 

Name of Program/Department: Department of History 
Year: 2024-2025 
Name of Preparer: William K. Bolt  

PROGRAM MISSION 

The mission of the History Department is to train the intellect of and to prepare students for lives 
of personal enrichment and constructive achievement. The study of History comprises the 
elements of a liberal education: the acquisition of knowledge, the nurturing of understanding, 
and the development of perspective of oneself and one’s society. The reconstruction of the 
human past conveys an appreciation of cultural contexts and traditions, and it enhances critical 
thinking and communication skills. The major in History provides a broad understanding of the 
development of various cultures throughout the world. Through their History courses, Francis 
Marion University (FMU) students gain a better understanding of contemporary events, a 
knowledge of people in various times and places, critical thinking skills, and the ability to express 
themselves effectively in oral and written communication. In so doing, the Department of History 
assists the university in meeting a number of its General Education Goals, particularly goals 1, 6, 
and 7. 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The History Program at Francis Marion University offers coursework in United States, European, 
and non-Western fields. Through the variety of classes available to them, students will meet nine 
program goals: 

1. Learn to differentiate between primary and secondary sources, and the value as well as 
challenges in using both.  

2. Engage in independent research. 
3. Develop basic formatting skills such as footnoting. 
4. Express an understanding of the past through effective communication.  
5. Learn the historiography of different historical fields. 
6. Identify the broad contours of the past, including the people, ideas, and events that have 

shaped out world. 
7. Think critically and logically. 
8. Express an understanding of the past via cogent, analytical papers that include both 

primary and secondary material. 
9. Complete the program with a greater appreciation for History. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Overall, the members of the History Department were somewhat pleased with the results for the 
year 2024-2025. No changes to any benchmarks or targets were made for this year. For the 2024-
2025 year, the department collected the same data as it did in the previous years. Like the 
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previous year, the department continued to collect data from students in class rather than using 
an online survey.  

Although it has not yet been quantified, the department is placing greater emphasis on two areas 
for our majors. These include, first, the mental health of our majors, and second, the ability of 
our majors to secure gainful employment or secure admission to a graduate school upon 
graduation. A Groupme was created so that faculty members of the History Department could 
communicate more easily with our majors. Whenever something was going on we would let the 
students know. When we showed a movie, played video games, played board games, or had an 
event, the students would know. This was done in an attempt to build camaraderie among the 
students but was also done to try and keep them happy and optimistic. The election divided some 
of our students, so efforts were made to distract them and to show them that there had been 
other tough elections in history but in the end, the people put aside their differences. We also 
had Fun Shirt Friday where faculty and students would wear awkward or weird t-shirts. This year, 
in addition to Fun Shirt Friday, we will have Tacky Tie Tuesday. These rather trivial matters give 
students a good laugh.  We also conduct a workshop at the beginning of the fall semester about 
what to do after you graduate with either a BA or BS degree from Francis Marion University. We 
encourage our students to start thinking about what they will do once they graduate. We tell 
them that graduate schools have deadlines and that it is never too early to start thinking about 
employment. Some of our graduates have stated that they have had a difficult time securing a 
job where they can utilize their degree. These efforts are designed to combat this. We are also 
making efforts to try and keep in touch with our recent graduates. This year, every graduating 
senior received a Francis Marion University History Department Alumni shirt. Additionally, each 
graduating senior received a Francis Marion University History Alumni Challenge Coin. The chair 
then then went back and sent alumni shirts and coins to twelve of our most recent graduates. 
Many of the graduates who received the t-shirts and coins responded positively to this. Several 
other graduates, who graduated from Francis Marion with a degree in History in the 1990s and 
early 2000s, asked if they could have a shirt or coin. This is a gentle way to remind our graduates 
that they still have friends in the History Department and that they can still call on us if needed.  

In examining the results of the History Department’s 2024-2025 IE report, the following 
conclusions can be made: 

➢ On the one hand, some of the findings were positive: 
o In 2021-2022 the History Department attained 55.0% of its benchmarks. In 2022-

2023 the History Department attained 55.6% of its benchmarks. In 2023-2024, the 
History Department attained 68.8% of its benchmarks. This year, the History 
Department attained 76.5% of its benchmarks. Also, all of our baselines increased. 
This suggests that we are making good progress.  The average for the eleven SLOs 
in 2024-2025 was 88.4%, which was a .4% increase from 2023-2024. The average 
for the last six years was five years was 84.9%. Compared to the running average, 
this was a good year for the History Department.  

o History majors continue to leave the program with a greater appreciation of the 
past. They are confident in their abilities to conduct research, to write essays and 
papers, and to analyze a wide array of material. Several of our graduating seniors 
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have already secured jobs or are going onto graduate school. A couple of recent 
graduates, after some struggles, have now found themselves and are going to 
graduate school or have secured high paying jobs. One of our recent graduates 
secured admission to the International Affairs Masters Program at the London 
School of Economics.   

➢ On the other hand, there are reasons for concern: 
o In six SLOs, 1.1, 2.1, 4.0, 4.1, 5.0, and 5.1 the History department saw a drop from 

the previous year. Some of these drops were offset by increases in other SLOs. 
SLO 2.0 saw an increase of 6.5% and SLO six saw an increase of 6%. All told, the 
overall, average increased by .47%.  

o At a departmental meeting or coffee hour, the chair will go through the report and 
ask for advice on areas where we can improve. Then, moving forward, we can 
place greater emphasis on these areas in our courses.   

➢ This year, the History department graduated thirteen students. In the fall, one student 
completed their degree requirements. In the spring, twelve students graduated with 
either a BA or BS in History. This became the largest class of seniors in the history of the 
History Department at Francis Marion. The number of twelve graduating seniors should 
have been higher. Sadly, two students were unable to complete their degree 
requirements and will graduate in the fall of 2025.   

➢ Several of the graduating seniors have secured jobs or are going to graduate school. One 
will be teaching social studies at Trinity Collegiate in the fall. Another will start teaching 
social studies at Wilson High School in the fall. One is now working at a law firm here in 
Florence. One is preparing to join the Army. One has been accepted into the graduate 
school at Coastal Carolina where they will pursue an advanced degree in education and 
another has been admitted into the graduate school at Georgia College where they will 
pursue in MA in poetry.  

➢ The graduating class of 2024 was dubbed the “Covid Class” because they started at the 
height of COVID-19 in the Fall of 2020. We had hoped that COVID would be behind us, 
but we are still seeing lingering effects of this.  It will probably be many years before this 
is fully behind us.1   

➢ The History Department is also contemplating what to do about Artificial Intelligence (AI). 
Several disciplines have embraced AI and have encouraged their students to use it. Like 
other humanities, the History Department has mixed feelings about this. Several 
members have already changed assignments and teaching approaches to confront this 
while others are fighting a rear-guard action against it.  Some instructors are no longer 
using certain assignments while others are making exams in class a more important part 
of determining a student’s final grade. The prevalence of AI will certainly force the History 
Department to change some of the ways it collects and analyzes data. But one thing is 
certain, AI is here to stay.  

➢ Although we are somewhat pleased with most of our results, the History Department 
cannot be complacent. The History Department will have to be innovative and willing to 
adapt. It will do whatever it can to help students understand the past, and to express their 

 
1 Fact Sheet: End of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency | HHS.gov 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/05/09/fact-sheet-end-of-the-covid-19-public-health-emergency.html
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knowledge and skills in the work assigned them. But we are particularly focused on the 
mental health of our students and the best way we can confront depression is by helping 
our students go on to graduate school or by helping them secure a good job.  

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The History Department seeks to achieve its goals through a variety of SLOs, which can be divided 
into those that are skill-related, knowledge-related, attitudinal, and behavioral in nature. These 
can be summarized as follows: 

➢ Skills outcomes are those that are fundamental concepts in History. These skills fall into 
two areas: research and writing. The former includes an understanding of how to use 
technology in the library, among them computers and microfilm/microfiche machines; to 
access the on-line card catalog and various databases; to make interlibrary loan requests; 
and to examine materials on microfilm and microfiche. In turn, the students acquire the 
ability to locate the source material required for their assignments. The latter refers to 
expressing ideas via proper spelling, grammar, and footnoting; distinguishing between 
primary and secondary sources; and recognizing that coherent essays and papers have 
component parts—among them an introduction, a thesis statement, a main body that 
includes narrative and analysis, and a conclusion. Such skills meet Program Goals 1, 2, 3, 
and 4. They also contribute to achievement of FMU’s General Education Goal 1, “The 
ability to compose effectively with rhetorical awareness, integrate relevant research 
when appropriate, and produce developed, insightful arguments,” and Goal 6, “The ability 
to recognize historical processes, to identify historical periodization, and to explain 
historical connections among individuals, groups, and ideas around the world.” 

➢ Knowledge outcomes build on the foundation developed through the skills outcomes. 
Knowledge outcomes encourage historical inquiry through an appraisal of sources, an 
understanding of historiography—that is, the history of historical writing—making 
connections between cause and effect and evaluating what impact the past has on the 
present. Knowledge outcomes, in short, require a higher level of analysis and a stronger 
ability to communicate ideas than do skills outcomes. These outcomes have a hand in 
accomplishing Program Goals 5, 6, 7, and 8. Furthermore, they contribute to achievement 
of FMU’s General Education Goal 7, “The ability to recognize diverse social and cultural 
practices and to articulate connections between individual behavior and sociocultural 
processes.” 

➢ Attitudinal outcomes reflect students’ perceptions of their courses. These outcomes 
measure whether the students believe they have developed the skills and knowledge 
asked of them in their coursework. 

➢ Whereas attitudinal outcomes are course-specific, behavioral outcomes relate what 
impact the students believe the History curriculum has had on their understanding and 
appreciation of the past. These outcomes, in conjunction with those that are attitudinal, 
are essential in meeting Program Goal 9.  

Methods of Measurement 
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To measure its SLOs, the History Department has used a variety of direct and indirect 
assessments. 

Direct Measurements 

Skills Outcomes 

Skills outcomes are measured through Course-Level Assessments (CLAs) that are filled out by 
department faculty for all History classes, through assignments in the two classes required of all 
History majors (HIST 299 and HIST 499), and through other means. Specifically: 

➢ The CLA is a form filled out twice for each History course, first at midterm and then again 
at the end of the semester. This form assesses students’ writing and analytical skills, with 
the professor indicating the number of students who exceeded, met, or did not meet 
expectations. This is very similar to Lawshe’s Content Validity Ratio that is used by the 
Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation. Lawshe’s Ratio relies on a judging 
panel to determine if the content of a particular assignment is “essential,” “useful but not 
essential,” or “not necessary.”  

➢ Homework from HIST 499. Students must complete a number of homework assignments, 
among them an exercise on proper citation. 

➢ Draft and Final Paper in HIST 499. Students in Senior Thesis write a major paper that uses 
at least five primary and five secondary sources. Students are encouraged to use many 
more sources, however. (“Source” here means not individual documents or articles but 
published sources. Hence, two articles from the New York Times constitute two articles 
from a single source.) Moreover, the students have to set up a committee of at least two 
professors, one of whom must be an expert in the field, to read and grade their papers. 
The draft, which must be a minimum of 10 pages in length, provides the committee an 
opportunity to check whether the students are correctly applying the skills they have 
learned in their classes, including proper grammar and style, a thesis statement, and 
Chicago Manual of Style citations. The final paper is 18-20 pages; it expands on the draft, 
using both the student’s own research and the commentary provided by the two-
professor committee.  

Knowledge Outcomes 

Knowledge outcomes are measured through the following: 

➢ Course-Level Assessments (CLAs) for all History classes. As noted above, CLAs assess not 
just the ability to write an essay but to offer a piece of work that includes a high level of 
analysis. 

➢ Essay on human agency for HIST 299 (The Historian’s Craft). Graded by the professor of 
the class, this essay asks students to “weigh human agency against the larger social and 
material forces in history.”   

➢ Draft and Final Paper in HIST 499 (Senior Thesis). This paper requires students not only to 
indicate that they have mastered the skills asked of them but that they can use those skills 
to create a paper that offers a high level of analysis. This includes, but is not limited to, 



6 
 

demonstrating a knowledge of the historiography, delineating change over time, and 
connecting cause and effect. 

Indirect Measurements 

Attitudinal Outcomes 

Attitudinal outcomes are measured through surveys: 

➢ The History Department used the same method that it did in 2023-2024 to gather data. 
Up until 2023-2024, an online survey was made available to students in every history 
course. Unfortunately, no matter what inducements were offered by faculty in the History 
Department, students refrained from completing this survey. In 2023-2024 and again in 
2024-2025, students were given a scantron version of a new survey in selected classes. It 
consisted of thirty-three questions. Some instructors, however, did not offer the survey 
to their students because it would take fifteen minutes of class time away from them. 
Some were given the scantron and questions and forgot to administer it in class.  The new 
survey asks many of the same questions as the online version, including whether: 1) they 
can identify primary and secondary sources; 2) their classes have led them to think more 
critically; 3) they can discern cause and effect, and continuity and change. The survey also 
assesses how difficult students believe their courses are compared to others they have 
taken at FMU.   

➢ Survey given to students in HIST 299 (The Historian’s Craft). This survey includes questions 
that ask students about their expectations going into the class, whether the course met 
those expectations, whether the class met a variety of intended goals, and if the course 
prepared them to research and write a major research paper.  

➢ End-of-Semester Survey in HIST 499 (Senior Thesis). This survey asks students to provide 
feedback on key skills taught in the course as well as the broader pedagogy.  
 

Behavioral Outcomes 
 

➢ History Department exit exam. This exam, given to all majors who are graduating seniors, 
has questions on it to assess how students felt about the History Department curriculum 
and what they learned from their History courses. This year, eight graduating seniors 
completed the exam. Two graduating seniors were on the Secondary Education Track and 
were not on campus due to having to complete their student teaching. One student only 
took online courses in the spring and we were unable to find a time for four others to 
complete the exam. This exam could be given to students in an online format. We are 
exploring that possibility.   

 

Closing the Loop 

While relying on the above-mentioned measurements, the History Department during the 2024-
2025 school year continued a number of steps cited in its previous reports to “close the loop,” 
that is, to identify areas where students are struggling so as to improve student learning: 
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Direct Measurements 

Skills Outcomes 

➢ It included assessments of all major assignments in HIST 299. One of these assignments 
requires students to use a web site to understand the process of historical research 
behind Martha Ballard’s diary. 

➢ It incorporated a detailed assessment of the final paper for HIST 499, which helps in seeing 
how students’ abilities improved as compared to the draft paper for that course. 

Knowledge Outcomes 

➢ The department incorporated a detailed assessment for the final paper for HIST 499. 
While these measure skills, they also provide key information on students’ knowledge. 

➢ It included assessments of all the major assignments in HIST 299. While one was 
mentioned above, the other two are knowledge-related: 1) Students examine the 
methods, approaches, and interpretations of a major journal over the past 5-10 years. 2) 
Building on assignment (1), students consider how historiographical debates have 
changed over time, how they might further explore a particular subject that includes 
primary and secondary sources, and where they see their future scholarship fitting within 
the field in question.  

Indirect Measurements 

Attitudinal Outcomes 

➢ The department each year reviews the in-class survey given to students in all History 
classes to determine if revisions are necessary. For the 2024-2025 school year, no 
revisions were deemed necessary. Next year, the survey will be given to all instructors at 
the beginning of the year. This way they can administer the survey whenever they like. 
This should greatly increase the number of students completing the survey.  
 

Behavioral Outcomes 
 

➢ The exit exam has questions on it to assess how students felt about the History 
Department curriculum and what they learned from their History courses. No changes to 
these questions were deemed necessary during the 2024-2025 school year.  

The SLOs 

The History Department measures eleven student learning outcomes. In 2016-2017, it 
established a benchmark of 80% on each; success in reaching those benchmarks in some cases 
led the department to increase them since. The baselines, which are the average of the results 
for the 2021-2022, 2022-2023, and 2023-2024 reports, are provided following each SLO. 
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The department decided in its 2024-2025 report not to increase any benchmarks or targets. Since 
there were improvements across the board, the numbers will probably be increased for the 2025-
2026 year. 

SLO 1.0: Would be able to identify primary sources.  

• Baseline: 91.2% 

• Benchmark: 90%  

• Target: 93%  
o The benchmark was kept at 90% while the target remained at 93%. Additional time 

was devoted to identifying primary sources in both History 299 and 499 since this 
is a key component of the work historians are required to do and know.  
 

The following measurements are used for this SLO: 
o On-line surveys (question 2) 
o HIST 299 Survey, Question 3e 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 
o HIST 499 (End-of-Semester Survey) 

SLO 1.1: Would be able to identify secondary sources. 

• Baseline: 92.3% 

• Benchmark: 90% 

• Target: 93% 
o The benchmark and target remained unchanged. As noted above, increased 

emphasis was placed on identifying secondary sources in both History 299 and 
499.  

 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 

o On-line surveys (question 8) 
o HIST 299 Survey, Question 3e 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 
o HIST 499 (End-of-Semester Survey) 

SLO 1.2: Could demonstrate an awareness of the connections between sources and their 
historical context.  

• Baseline: 83.1% 

• Benchmark: 80% 

• Target: 85%  
o The benchmark remains and target remained unchanged. 

 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 
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o On-line surveys (questions 7, 18, 20) 
o HIST 299 Survey, Question 3f 
o HIST 299 (Web Assignment) 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 
o HIST 499 (End-of-Semester Survey) 

SLO 2.0: Would be able to identify a thesis statement or sentence. 

• Baseline: 88.2% 

• Benchmark: 90% 

• Target: 93%  
o The benchmark remained at 90% while the target remained at 93%.  Identifying a 

thesis statement is an integral part of history. All students should be able to 
accomplish this goal.  

 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 

o On-line surveys (questions 1, 25)  
o HIST 499 (End-of-Semester Survey) 
o HIST 499 (End-of Semester Survey) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 

SLO 2.1: Could effectively offer analysis that supported the thesis statement.  

• Baseline: 82.7% 

• Benchmark: 80% 

• Target: 85%  
o The benchmark and target remain unchanged.  

 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 

o On-line surveys (questions 9, 10)  
o HIST 299 Survey, Question 3c 
o Course-Level Assessments (Qualitative Analysis) 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 
o HIST 499 (End-of-Semester Survey) 

SLO 3.0: Would be able to demonstrate an understanding of connections between historical 
events, ideas, and values over time.  

• Baseline: 83.7% 

• Benchmark: 82% 

• Target: 85%  
o The benchmark and target remain unchanged.  
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The following measurements are used for this SLO: 
o On-line surveys (question 18) 
o HIST 299 (Journal Assignment) 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 
o Exit Exam 

SLO 4.0: Could effectively write an historical essay.  

• Baseline: 84.5% 

• Benchmark: 81% 

• Target: 83%  
o The benchmark and target remain unchanged.  Like SLO 2.0, this is a very 

important part of the instruction that the History Department provides. 
 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 

o On-line survey (questions 4, 5) 
o Course-Level Assessments (Writing) 
o Exit Exam 

SLO 4.1: Could properly use footnotes and correct formatting for an historical essay.  

• Baseline: 80.4% 

• Benchmark: 82% 

• Target: 85%  
o Our students continue to struggle with citations. Even our best students cannot 

properly cite their sources. An incredible amount of time is devoted to this in both 
History 299 and 499. Proper citation of sources is a major component of the fail 
paper grade in History 499. Additional steps will have to be taken in history 
courses to improve this outcome.   

 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 

o On-line survey (Upper-level courses only question 12) 
o HIST 299 Survey, Question 3g 
o HIST 299 Citations Exercise 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 
o Exit Exam 

SLO 5.0: Could accurately explain how people have existed, acted, and thought in particular 
historical periods. 

• Baseline: 84.5% 

• Benchmark: 80% 

• Target: 82% 
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o The benchmark and target will remain unchanged.  
 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 

o On-line surveys (questions 14, 17)  
o Course-Level Assessments (Critical Thinking) 
o HIST 299 (Historiographical Project) 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 

  

SLO 5.1: Would be able to demonstrate an understanding of cause and effect with a broad 
knowledge of the general chronology of historical developments in a variety of civilizations.  

• Baseline: 81.5% 

• Benchmark: 80% 

• Target: 82%  
o No changes were made here.   

 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 

o On-line surveys (questions 3, 22)  
o Course-Level Assessments (Area Knowledge) 
o HIST 299 (Essay on Human Agency) 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 
o Exit Exam 

SLO 6.0: Could explain what influence the past has on the present.  

• Baseline: 87% 

• Benchmark: 85% 

• Target: 87% 
o No changes were made here.   

 
The following measurements are used for this SLO: 

o On-line surveys (question 19) 
o HIST 499 (Draft Paper) 
o HIST 499 (Final Paper) 
o Exit Exam 

Results    

These results are based on the following: 

➢ Course-Level Assessment Forms. Professors in the department filled these out for each of 
their classes, assessing 436 students in the fall midterm, 392 students at the end of fall, 
287 students in the spring midterm, and 287 students at the end of spring.  
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➢ In 2023-2024, the History Department abandoned online surveys and switched to in-class 
surveys. The History department continued this method this year. In the fall semester, 
seventy-nine students in lower-level sections completed the survey while forty students 
in upper-level courses completed it. In the spring semester, forty-eight students in lower-
level courses completed the survey while the exact same number, forty-eight, finished it 
in upper-level courses. As noted elsewhere, a few professors refused to administer the 
report because they did not want to give up fifteen minutes of class time. A better effort 
will be made to ensure that more students complete the survey.  

➢ Assignments in HIST 299, The Historian’s Craft. This is one of the two courses required of 
all History majors and is taught each year in the fall. Twelve students took the course in 
the fall semester.   

➢ The draft and final paper in HIST 499, Senior Thesis. This capstone class is required of all 
History majors. Fourteen students registered for HIST 499 in the spring. Ten of them 
completed the course material. Three students received an incomplete and one student 
withdrew from the course and will retake it in the spring of 2026. This course is taught 
annually each spring.  

➢ Exit Exam. Given to graduating seniors, of which eight completed the exam in the spring.  
In the future, efforts will be made to ensure that every graduating senior completes the 
exam. The problem will be bringing Secondary Education Track students onto campus 
while they are completing their student teaching. Perhaps an online version can be 
completed.  
 

SLO 1.0 The student would be able to identify primary sources. 

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 97% Benchmark Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 90%       Benchmark Attained 
HIST 299 survey. Results: 100%     Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 83%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 100%     Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 end-of-semester survey. Results: 100%   Benchmark Attained 
Average: 95%        Benchmark Attained  

SLO 1.1 The student would be able to identify secondary sources. 

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 82.5% Benchmark Not Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 91%       Benchmark Attained 
HIST 299 survey. Results: 100%     Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 83%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 90%     Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 end-of-semester survey. Results: 100%   Benchmark Attained 
Average: 91.1%       Benchmark Attained 
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SLO 1.2 The student could demonstrate an awareness of the connections between sources and 
their historical context.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 90.5% Benchmark Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 94.7%       Benchmark Attained 
HIST 299 survey. Results: 91.7%     Benchmark Attained 
HIST 299 web assignment. Results: 83%    Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 75%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 91.7%     Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 end-of-semester survey. Results: 100%   Benchmark Attained 
Average: 89.5%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 2.0 The student would be able to identify a thesis statement or sentence.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 92.5% Benchmark Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 97.3%       Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 end-of-semester survey. Results: 83%   Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 end-of-semester quiz. Results: 91.7%    Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 100%     Benchmark Attained 
Average: 92.9%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 2.1 The student could effectively offer analysis that supported the thesis statement.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 81.5% Benchmark Not Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 87.5%       Benchmark Attained 
HIST 299 survey. Results: 100%     Benchmark Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Qualitative Analysis). Lower-division 
  (100-level courses) Results: 71.9.%    Benchmark Not Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Qualitative Analysis). Upper-division 
  (200- to 400-level courses) Results: 86%   Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 72.7%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 83.3%     Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 end-of-semester survey. Results: 87.5%   Benchmark Attained 
Average: 83.8%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 3.0 The student would be able to demonstrate an understanding of connections between 
historical events, ideas, and values over time.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 94% Benchmark Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 98%       Benchmark Attained 
HIST 299 journal assignment. Results: 90%    Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 91.7%     Benchmark Attained 
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HIST 499 final paper. Results: 81.8%     Benchmark Not Attained 
Exit Exam. Results: 100%       Benchmark Attained 
Average: 92.6%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 4.0 The student could effectively write an historical essay.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 86.3% Benchmark Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 91.3%       Benchmark Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Writing). Lower-division (100-level  
 courses) Results: 75.5%     Benchmark Not Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Writing). Upper-division (200 to  
 400-level courses) Results: 88%    Benchmark Attained 
Exit Exam. Results: 100%       Benchmark Attained 
Average: 88.2%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 4.1 The student could properly use footnotes and correct formatting for an historical essay.  

Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 96.5       Benchmark Attained  
HIST 299 survey. Results: 80%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 299 citations exercise. Results: 70%    Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 50%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 66.7%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 end-of-semester survey. Results: 83.3%   Benchmark Attained 
Exit Exam. Results: 83.3%      Benchmark Attained 
Average: 75.7%       Benchmark Not Attained 

SLO 5.0 The student could accurately explain how people have existed, acted, and thought in 
particular historical periods.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 91% Benchmark Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 91.8%       Benchmark Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Critical Thinking). Lower-division 
  (100-level courses) Results: 72.1%     Benchmark Not Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Critical Thinking). Upper-division 
  (200- to 400-level courses) Results: 86.3%   Benchmark Attained 
HIST 299 historiographical assignment. Results: 90%  Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 83.3%     Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 83.3%     Benchmark Attained 
Average:  85.4%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 5.1 Would be able to demonstrate an understanding of cause and effect with a broad 
knowledge of the general chronology of historical developments in a variety of civilizations.  
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Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 78.5% Benchmark Not Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 94.8%       Benchmark Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Area Knowledge). Lower-division 
  (100-level courses) Results: 74.9%     Benchmark Not Attained 
Course-Level Assessments (Area Knowledge). (Upper-division 
  (200- to 400-level courses) Results: 84.9   Benchmark Attained 
HIST 299 essay on human agency. Results: 80%   Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 75%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 83.3%     Benchmark Attained 
Exit Exam. Results: 100%      Benchmark Attained 
Average: 83.9%       Benchmark Attained 

SLO 6.0 Could explain what influence the past has on the present.  

Lower-division (100-level courses) on-line survey. Results: 93.5% Benchmark Attained 
Upper-division (200- to 400-level courses) on-line survey.  
 Results: 96%       Benchmark Attained 
HIST 499 draft paper. Results: 83.3%     Benchmark Not Attained 
HIST 499 final paper. Results: 100%     Benchmark Attained 
Exit Exam. Results: 100%      Benchmark Attained 
Average: 94.6%       Benchmark Attained 

 

History Department Action Items 

Members of the History Department continue to monitor and seek new methods of enhancing 
its data collection process. It looks like the decision to conduct the surveys in class instead of 
online has been a good one. This gave the department more robust numbers. Students seemed 
to put a little time and energy into completing the survey. As noted earlier, efforts will be made 
to distribute the survey to more students next year. In fact, additional copies of the survey have 
already been printed. They have been placed in the offices of department members with 
instructions to administer them in the final third of the semester. The graduating seniors who 
completed the exit exam, several of whom have already secured a job or an admission to 
graduate school, perhaps helped to pad the numbers for the exit exam. Some of them will be 
missed. The History Department will continue to use the Course-Level Assessment form for all 
History courses, like it has since the fall semester of 2018.  

Action Items for 2024-2025 

Action items are divided into two categories: those that are broader in nature and those that are 
specific to the SLOs where the department failed to attain its benchmarks. 

Broader Actions 
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Professors in all History classes need to emphasize to students the importance of the skills and 
knowledge required of them to perform well on their writing assignments. This applies not only 
to in-class essays, but to take-home assignments. Such emphasis (and re-emphasis) will help 
majors as they enter HIST 299, will keep those skills and that knowledge fresh in their minds as 
they progress through their upper-level coursework, and will help them turn in a stronger first 
and final draft in HIST 499.  

The History Department is gathering gather data from students who have participated in History 
487: The History Internship. A new instructor now oversees the interns. This instructor has made 
a great effort to collect data from students conducting an internship. Multiple students 
participated in internships this past year and we hope to see that number grow in the future.  

SLO-Specific Actions 

SLO 1.0 The student would be able to identify primary sources. 
 
The History Department easily met this benchmark of 90% with an average of 95%. We are also 
above the target of 93%. There will probably not be any changes to the target or benchmark in 
the upcoming year. 
 
SLO 1.1 The student would be able to identify secondary sources. 
 
With an average of 91.1%, the History Department met the benchmark. The target of 93% was 
not attained, however. Members of the History Department will be encouraged to spend a little 
more time discussing the differences between primary and secondary sources. This is covered 
extensively in History 299 and History 499 but additional emphasis on identifying types of sources 
can be covered in all other history courses. 
 
SLO 1.2 The student could demonstrate an awareness of the connections between sources and 
their historical context.  
 
The History Department set a benchmark of 80% and a target of 85% for this SLO. With an average 
of 89.5%, the History Department will investigate increasing both the benchmark (80%) and the 
target (85%) for the upcoming year.  
 
SLO 2.0 The student would be able to identify a thesis statement or sentence.  

The History Department failed to meet this benchmark. Being able to identify a thesis statement 
is a critical part of what historians do so the History Department will devote additional time and 
emphasis on identifying a thesis statement in ALL History courses. The five-year average for this 
SLO is 88.7% making this year’s average of 86.4% a bit concerning.  

• All history courses will have some sort of exercise where students must identify a thesis 
statement. 

• Extra time will be devoted to this in all upper-division courses.   
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• Additional time will be devoted to this in both History 299 and History 499. 

SLO 2.1 The student could effectively offer analysis that supported the thesis statement. 
 
The average of 83.8% meant that the History Department met its benchmark of 82% but did not 
reach its target of 85%. Offering analysis is an integral part of what historians do. This is where 
the onset of AI might aid the History Department because many instructors are now developing 
assignments that will force students to analyze historical documents. If more class time is being 
spent on analyzing historical documents, then this number should go up. 
 
SLO 3.0 The student would be able to demonstrate an understanding of connections between 
historical events, ideas, and values over time.  
 
The History Department easily reached both its benchmark (82%) and target (85%) with an 
average of 92.6%. Both the benchmark and target can probably be increased for this SLO.  
 
SLO 4.0 The student could effectively write an historical essay.  
 
Just like the above SLO, the History Department met both its benchmark (81%) and target (83%) 
with room to spare with an average of 88.2% this year. This is another SLO where the History 
Department can increase its benchmark and target.  
 
SLO 4.1 The student could properly use footnotes and correct formatting for an historical essay.  

SLO 4.1 continues to give members of the History Department fits. Even our best students cannot 
master the correct citation of their sources in their papers. This is a very important part of what 
historians do. But in fairness to our students, they certainly recognize that unless they are going 
to go on to graduate school in history, they will probably never have to worry about the correct 
citation of sources again. We are thinking about making the correct use of footnotes a more 
important part of class instruction or perhaps removing this SLO. This will be addressed at a 
History Department meeting.  

• Two days are spent in History 499 covering footnotes. Perhaps an additional day will be 
added.  

• An additional assignment in History 499 can be created which is solely about proper 
footnoting.    

• Additional time will be devoted to citations in History 299 as well. 

• Perhaps the correct citation of sources and the use of footnotes can be made a more 
valuable part of the rubric for the final paper. Students could be incentivized to devote 
more time to mastering footnotes.  

SLO 5.0 The student could accurately explain how people have existed, acted, and thought in 
particular historical periods. 
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The History Department attained its benchmark of 80% and its target of 82% with an average of 
85.4%. The benchmark and target will more than likely remain unchanged.  
 
SLO 5.1 The student would be able to demonstrate an understanding of cause and effect with 
a broad knowledge of the general chronology of historical developments in a variety of 
civilizations. 
 
The average of 83.9% meant that the History Department barely met its benchmark of 80% and 
its target of 82%. Instructors will be encouraged to frame and devise questions and assignments 
that can reveal the importance of cause and effect throughout history. Instructors can also be 
encouraged to include a timeline in their lectures so students can easily see how one event in 
history has influenced or triggered another years later.  
 
SLO 6.0 Could explain what influence the past has on the present.  
 
After SLO 1.0’s average of 95%, the 94.6% average of this SLO was the next highest. The History 
Department easily hit its benchmark of 85% and target of 87%. Both will be increased for the 
upcoming year.  
 

Supporting Documentation 

• Course-Level Assessment form for midterm 

• Course-Level Assessment form for final 

• Survey given to all students in History courses 

• HIST 299 syllabus 

• HIST 499 syllabus 

• HIST 499 quiz 

• HIST 499 survey 

• Exit exam 

• Chart showing averages across the past four years along with this year’s result. 


