
  

Francis Marion University Amendment #1 

Solicitation Number 
Date Issued 

Purchasing Officer 
Phone 

E-Mail Address 

IFB-2481 
03/13/2026 
Jennifer D Hester 
(843) 661-1161 
jdhester@fmarion.edu   

 

DESCRIPTION:  Furnish, deliver, and assemble a Tensile Testing System for Francis Marion University 
 

The Term "Offer" Means Your "Bid" or "Proposal". 
 

SUBMIT OFFER BY (Opening Date/Time):   03/31/2026 2:00 pm EST See "Deadline For Submission Of Offer" provision 
 

QUESTIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY:       03/12/2026 @ 2:00 pm EST    See "Questions From Offerors" provision 
 

NUMBER OF COPIES TO BE SUBMITTED: One (1) Original, hard copy mailed with one (1) flash drive or other USB 
device as Specified in a sealed package to one of the addresses listed below. 
 

SUBMIT YOUR OFFER TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING ADDRESSES IN A SEALED PACKAGE. 
 

   MAILING ADDRESS: 
Francis Marion University 

Purchasing Office 

P.O. Box 100547 

Florence, SC 29502-0547 

 

   EXPRESS SHIPPING ADDRESS: 
Francis Marion University 

Central Receiving 

4822 E. Palmetto Street Florence, 

SC 29506 

 

HAND-DELIVERY: 

Francis Marion University 

Purchasing Office (Room 102) 

Stokes Administration Building 

4822 E. Palmetto Street 

Florence, SC 29506  

 

CONFERENCE TYPE:  NA   

                Date & Time:  N/A 
As appropriate, see "Conferences - Pre-Bid/Proposal" & "Site Visit" provisions 

LOCATION:  N/A 

 

AWARD & 
AMENDMENTS 

A Statement of Award will be posted at the Physical Address stated above on 04/01/2026. The award, 

this solicitation, and any amendments will be posted at the following web address: 

http://www.fmarion.edu/procurement/solicitationsawards/  
 

You must submit a signed copy of this form with Your Offer. By submitting a bid or proposal, You agree to be bound by the terms 
of the Solicitation. You agree to hold Your Offer open for a minimum of thirty (30) calendar days after the Opening Date. 

NAME OF OFFEROR             (Full legal name of business submitting the offer) 
 
 

OFFEROR'S TYPE OF ENTITY: 
(Check one) 

 
□ Sole Proprietorship 

□ Partnership 

□ Corporation (tax-exempt) 

□ Corporate entity (not tax-exempt) 

□ Government entity (federal, state, or local) 

□ Other      

 
 

(See "Signing Your Offer" provision.) 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 
 
 
(Person signing must be authorized to submit binding offer to enter contract on 
behalf of Offeror named above.) 

TITLE                                                   (Business title of person signing above) 
 

 

PRINTED NAME     (Printed name of person signing above) DATE SIGNED 

Instructions regarding Offeror's name: Any award issued will be issued to, and the contract will be formed with, the entity identified as the offeror 
above. An offer may be submitted by only one legal entity. The entity named as the offeror must be a single and distinct legal entity. Do not use the 
name of a branch office or a division of a larger entity if the branch or division is not a separate legal entity, i.e., a separate corporation, partnership, 
sole proprietorship, etc. 

STATE OF INCORPORATION           
                                    
 
(If Offeror is a corporation, identify the state of Incorporation.) 

TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 
 
 

      (See "Taxpayer Identification Number" provision) 

 

COVER PAGE MMO (JAN. 2006)  

mailto:jdhester@fmarion.edu
http://www.fmarion.edu/procurement/solicitationsawards


Page 2 of 7 

PAGE TWO 
 (Return Page Two with Your Offer)  

HOME OFFICE ADDRESS  (Address for offeror's home office 
/ principal place of business) 

 
 
 
 

NOTICE ADDRESS  (Address to which all procurement and 
contract related notices should be sent.) (See "Notice" clause) 
   
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
  Address 
 
         
 Phone #: Area Code-Number-Extension                Facsimile 
   
        
E-mail Address 

  

PAYMENT ADDRESS  (Address to which payments will be 
sent.) (See "Payment" clause) 
   
   
   
 
   
   
___ Payment Address same as Home Office Address 
___Payment Address same as Notice Address (check only one) 

ORDER ADDRESS  (Address to which purchase orders will be 
sent) (See "Purchase Orders and "Contract Documents" 
clauses) 
   
  
   
   
   
____Order Address same as Home Office Address 
____Order Address same as Notice Address (check only one) 

  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF AMENDMENTS 
Offerors acknowledges receipt of amendments by indicating amendment number and its date of issue. (See "Amendments to 
Solicitation" Provision) 

Amendment 
No. 

Amendment 
Issue Date 

Amendment 
No. 

Amendment 
Issue Date 

Amendment 
No. 

Amendment 
Issue Date 

Amendment 
No. 

Amendment 
Issue Date 

                

                

  

DISCOUNT FOR PROMPT 
PAYMENT 

(See "Discount for Prompt 
Payment" clause) 

10 Calendar Days 
(%) 

20 Calendar Days (%) 30 Calendar Days (%) _____Calendar Days 
(%) 

  
 

PAGE TWO (SEP 2009)   End of PAGE TWO    
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Amendment 1 
 

IFB- 2481-  Furnish, deliver, and assemble a Tensile Testing System for Francis 

Marion University 
AMENDMENTS TO SOLICITATION 
(a) The Solicitation may be amended at any time prior to opening.  
(b) Offerors shall acknowledge receipt of any amendment to this solicitation (1) by signing and returning the amendment, (2) by identifying 
the amendment number and date in the space provided for this purpose on Page Two, (3) by letter, or (4) by submitting a bid that 
indicates in some way that the bidder received the amendment.  
(c) If this solicitation is amended, then all terms and conditions which are not modified remain unchanged.  
 

Modifications 
 

The following have been added or changed/removed or emphasized (This is now part of the solicitation- the 
entire packet is the contract- the original solicitation and all amendments that proceed the solicitation): 
 

1)  Cover Page, Page 1- Question Date has closed and been removed: 
 

QUESTIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY:       03/12/2026 @ 2:00 pm EST    See "Questions From Offerors" provision 

 

2) Scope of Work, Page 13 – Added & changed/removed Specifications: 
Specification WAS: 

Item #2 - Installation of Tensile Testing system 
Other Specifications 
Upon delivery, the item shall be completely installed by the Contractor no later than one week after the 
equipment has been delivered. 
 
 

Specification has changed to: 
Item #2 - Installation of Tensile Testing system 
Other Specifications 

Upon delivery and completion of any required uncrating and placement of the test system in its final 

location (whether performed by the University or the Contractor), the Contractor shall complete full 

installation of the equipment within one (1) week whenever practicable. If additional time is required, the 

Contractor shall coordinate with and obtain approval from the University Liaison to establish a mutually 

agreed-upon installation schedule. 

 

3) VIII. BIDDING SCHEDULE / PRICE-BUSINESS PROPOSAL (Price Proposal), Page 32 – 

Added & changed/removed more information requests For Informational Purposes Only And Not 

Included In The Evaluation Process: 

 
Cost for Uncrating the Test System and Placing it in its Final Location: $      
 
Cost for Training for the Test System: $      
 
Cost for a Fixture to Perform 3-point Bending Tests that is designed for and compatible with the Test Frame:  
$      
 
Cost for a Heavy-Duty Lab Table that will stably support and fit the Test Frame:  
$      
 

(Refer to Attachment 1a of this Amendment for the revised and complete Bidding Schedule. 

Vendors must use this attachment as the official Bidding Schedule for bid submission.) 
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Questions 
Question 1 Regarding General Specs - Can you define the requirements of a "ten-year 

mechanical systems warranty"? A one or two year standard Warranty on the 

test system is much more typical in our industry. 
Answer The 10-year mechanical systems warranty should cover all mechanical and 

structural components. The standard warranty should cover the entire system. 

Question 2 Regarding test system maximum height: Is 66in tall a firm requirement? We can 

accommodate this, but machines of this type are often on the order of 70-72in tall. 

Answer We would consider up to 72 inches, but under 66 inches is preferred. 

Question 3 One of the specifications calls out an "attachable operator dashboard including 

integrated PC...". Is the customer looking for a touchscreen computer that mounts to 

the test frame? Or is a simple desktop computer configuration acceptable for the 

system's control interface? 

Answer The dashboard with integrated PC does not need to be attached. However, the 

dashboard unit (including computer, screen, enclosure, and related hardware) must 

be specifically integrated and designed for use with the test frame. In particular: 

a. The dashboard unit must be designed as a dedicated control dashboard for  

the test frame and may not be a generic computer unit. 

b. The dashboard unit must be fully compatible with and capable of operating 

the test frame control software provided with the system. 

c. The dashboard unit must be fully capable of providing direct operator 

control and monitoring of the system. 

d. The dashboard unit shall be industrial-grade and suitable for laboratory 

environments. 

e. Direct mounting to the test frame with an adjustable mount is preferred. 

f. A touch screen monitor interface is preferred. 

g. All necessary hardware shall be included. 

Question 4 The spec mentions, "The system’s positional control resolution must be 1 microinch 

or better." Is this also a firm requirement? This is possible, but not typically a 

sought after requirement for a machine that would be used for an undergraduate 

teaching lab. 

Answer The positional resolution is a firm requirement. 

Question 5 It looks like a formal ISO 17025 Calibration for the system is NOT a firm 

requirement here. Can you confirm? 

Answer Correct, formal ISO calibration of the installed system is not required. 

Question 6a Regarding Delivery Logistics and Timeline: Does Francis Marion have the ability 

to uncrate the test system and lift onto a table/bench with a forklift? Similar 

suppliers typically require the customer to uncrate the machine and move it to its 

final location before on-site work begins. It significantly increases project costs for 

the machine supplier to work with a local rigging company to move the test system 

on-site after delivering in a crate. 

Answer In an ideal situation, the University would prefer that the vendor uncrate the test 

system and place it in its final location. However, since this is not a standard 

practice in the market, the University has included this as an informational item 

only on the bid tab. After award, the University may, at its discretion, include some 

of the optional costs on the Purchase Order. 
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Question 

6b 

Regarding Delivery Logistics and Timeline: Related to the above, the 1 week 

timeline of installing the system after delivery can be a significant challenge. And if 

we rely on the customer to uncrate and move the test system (which is typical), we 

don't have control over that timeline. 

Answer Upon delivery and completion of any required uncrating and placement of the test 

system in its final location (whether performed by the University or the Contractor), 

the Contractor shall complete full installation of the equipment within one (1) week 

whenever practicable. If additional time is required, the Contractor shall coordinate 

with and obtain approval from the University Liaison to establish a mutually 

agreed-upon installation schedule. (Answer is in #2 of Modifications above.)  
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ATTACHMENT 1a 
 

VIII. BIDDING SCHEDULE / PRICE-BUSINESS PROPOSAL (Price Proposal) 
 

The following Bidding Schedule is required to be completed by the offeror: 
 
Notes:   
1)  Exclude Sales Tax in your bid prices.   
2)  Include freight/shipping.  FOB Destination included to Florence, SC 
3)  The attached Terms and Conditions apply to all quotes and supersedes Offeror’s Terms and Conditions. 
 

Note:  Bidders must provide the manufacturer’s name and model, or catalog number of the items offered and provide the 
manufacturer’s latest literature showing complete product specifications and details.  Failure to furnish adequate data with bid 

or when requested by the University may result in bid rejection as non responsive.  The offeror must include with their bid, 
supporting product data sufficient for the state to determine acceptability.  The right is reserved to reject any offering in which 

the items offered are considered unsatisfactory in any manner. 
 

Note:  In the table below, vendors may mark preferences as applicable: 
 

Question Mandatory/ 

Optional 

Multiple 

Responses 

Accepted? 

Response 

Are you requesting the SC resident vendor preference?   
 

See the SC procurement code, section 11-35-1524(C)(1)(I)&(II) and section 

II.B of this solicitation for more information.  For a FAQ on these 

preferences, please see www.procurement.sc.gov/preferences. 

Optional No  

_____ Yes 

 

_____ No 

SC/US End-Product Preference. Section 11-35-1524 and section II.B & 

VII.B of this solicitation.   
 

Select SC End Product Preference if product is made, manufactured or 

grown in SC. 
 

Select US End Product if product is made, manufactured or grown in the US. 
 

Select “No” if not claiming a preference. 

Optional No _____ Yes, I am 

claiming SC End 

Product Preference 
 

_____ Yes, I am 

claiming US End 
Product Preference 

 

_____ No, I am not 

Claiming Either 

Preference 

 
 

 Item   Quantity   Unit of 
Measure  

 Unit Price   Extended Price  

 1  1.000    Each     

Item Description:   Tensile Testing System 

Tendering Text:   Total price for a Tensile Testing System including all accessories, installation, and 
familiarization. 

  

 Item   Quantity   Unit of 
Measure  

 Unit Price   Extended Price  

 2  1.000    Each     

Item Description:   Warranty 

Tendering Text:   One Year Warranty on all items (excluding consumable parts) in Item #1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.procurement.sc.gov/preferences
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 Item   Quantity   Unit of 
Measure  

 Unit Price   Extended Price  

 3   1.000    Activity unit    
  

 

Item Description:   Warranty 

Tendering Text:   Ten Year Mechanical Systems Warranty 

 

 

 Item   Quantity   Unit of 
Measure  

 Unit Price   Extended Price  

 4  1.000    Each     

Item Description:   Freight and Shipping 

Tendering Text: Indicate the all-inclusive price for Freight and Shipping for item #1. 

 

 

 Item   Grand Total  

 5   
  

Item Description:  Grand Total 

Tendering Text:   Total price (excluding sales tax) of items 1 – 4. 

 
 
For Informational Purposes Only And Not Included In The Evaluation Process: 
 
Cost per year for Warranty after one year Warranty expires $      
 
Cost for Uncrating the Test System and Placing it in its Final Location: $      
 
Cost for Training for the Test System: $      
 
Cost for a Fixture to Perform 3-point Bending Tests that is designed for and compatible with the Test Frame:  
$      
 
Cost for a Heavy-Duty Lab Table that will stably support and fit the Test Frame:  
$      

 
 
Vendor:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Authorized Signature:  _________________________________________ 
 (Same signature as individual who signed cover page of the solicitation) 
 
 
Date:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 

END OF AMENDMENT 1 


